
2 KINGS WEEK FOUR –   

January 27, 2022 

 

Questions for 2 Kings 10-12 

 

This week’s stories take a break from the “Elisha Cycle.”  New heroes and villains 

join the story to help the reader understand the transference of power between 

dynasties.    

 

1. What kind of support did Jehu seem to receive as he was laying claim to Israel’s 

throne?  Why was it important to eliminate the entire household of Ahab?   

 

  2. What did Jehu mean when he wrote, “If you are on my side, and if you are 

ready to obey me, take the heads of your master’s sons?” How did the palace 

officials interpret this?  How did this have an impact on how people received Jehus 

as king?    

 

3. Who was Jehonadab and how did he prove his loyalty to Jehu?   

 

4. How would you judge Jehu’s actions in 10:18-31?  Would you describe him as 

duplicitous?  Does his actions seem excessively cruel?   

 

5. How does God judge Jehu?  What was Jehu’s motivation?  Does the good he 

accomplish outweigh the bad?  Is there a difference between the way he’s judged 

as a human being and the way he’s judged as a king?  How is he rewarded and 

punished?   

 

6.  How is Ahaziah’s mother Athaliah like Jezebel?  What was her motive for 

killing all the remaining male members of the royal family?   

 

7. Who was “Athalia” and what was motivated her killing spree?  Is there anyone 

else that’s disturbed that Athaliah’s name is pretty darned close to “Authelia?”     

 

8. Who was “Auntie Jehosheba” and how did she help Joash?    

 

9. Who is Jehoiada and what role does he serve?  Potentially what can he do to get 

things back on track with God?   

 



10. Take a look at chapter 11:4-8, especially verses 6 and 7.  Is there a problem 

here as far as how the events in the story unfold?   If so, what could this possibly 

indicate? 

 

11. Who did the spears that Jehoiada gave to the soldiers once belong to?  Why is 

this significant?  If Elisha is the “superhero prophet” of 2 Kings, what is Jehoiada?   

 

12. Nowhere else in the Bible is the installation of a king described in such detail 

as in 11:4-14.  What is so special about this installation that it would receive that 

kind of detailed description? 

 

13. Politically and religiously speaking, what kind of impact did Athaliah’s death 

have in the big picture of the two kingdoms?   

 

14. Narratively speaking, Israel takes quite a beating when it comes to evaluating 

the northern and southern kingdoms’ faithfulness.  What are some positive things 

that come out of the events in chapter 12?  What are some things that Israel should 

still work on?   

 

15. What kind of a threat does Aram pose to Jerusalem?  What is a “votive gift” 

and how did it help save Jerusalem?   

 

16. What did you feel about the way Joash’s reign ended?  How do you think God 

judged his reign?  

 



 


