
Sunday Worship Schedule: 8:15a.m. & 10:25a.m. (Child Care Provided) 
  Sacred Grounds: 9:30a.m. 
  Christian Education Sunday School for all youth and children: dismissed during sec-
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Please see page 4 for the results of the 
congregational vote on December 18th, 

2011, regarding the Bylaws revision. 
 

The election of officers and leaders will 
be January 8th! 
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“God is good all 
the time, and all 
the time God is 
good. Great is the 
Lord, and greatly 
to be praised.”  
—Early service call 
to worship  

Last month, someone sent me an article from 
the November 25th edition of the Washington 
Post about National City Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in Washington D.C., 
once considered our denomination’s 
“flagship congregation.” This was President 
Lyndon B. Johnson’s church. James Garfield, 
the only clergy person to be elected President 
of the United States, preached in this congre-
gation. The average Sunday worship atten-
dance during its heyday was around 800 peo-
ple. At the time this article was written, the 
average worship attendance was about the 
same as First Christian Church Chico’s com-
bined services. Consider that our sanctuary 
seats a little under 350 people. On a good 
Sunday we have around 120 people between 
the two services, which leaves about 100 in 
second service. That’s a third of our seating 
capacity, and sometimes we shake our heads 
and say, “Look at all those empty pews!”  
National City Christian Church has a seating 
capacity of almost 850. Think about how 
empty the pews must look when there are 
only 120 or less in worship! 
 
National City CC has been through a tough 
decade. There was a scandal in the early 
2000s when parishioners discovered their 
pastor had plagiarized a number of sermons 
he preached. Some people were more upset 
about this than others, and the pastor even-
tually thought it would be best if he moved 
on. Then, not many years later, the church 
discovered that their treasurer had embezzled 
$850,000 and forced the church to dramati-
cally reduce the number of staff. If things 
weren’t grim enough already, a rare East 
Coast earthquake caused $10,000 of damage 
that the church simply couldn’t afford to re-
pair. Things looked pretty bleak for the folks 
at National City. Many people who were tired 
of all the “stress and drama” moved on to 
other churches. There was even talk of clos-
ing the church, but as the article states, “a 
core group refused to quit.”   
 
That’s what the article was really about: The 
tenacity of this core group of people who 
were compelled by their love for Christ and 

Reflections from Jesse Kearns 
motivated by their call to ministry and mission.  
They mobilized a group of volunteers to take care 
of custodial and secretarial duties. They organized 
work days to make repairs and maintain the facili-
ties. One member declared, “How dare we even 
think about closing the doors!”   
 
Sometimes it’s easy to get discouraged when the 
economy is bad, the pews are sparsely filled, and 
the mood of the entire nations seems to be bleak.  
But as I said a few weeks ago: What sets a thriv-
ing congregation apart from any other church is 
the extent to which a community of faith is open to 
God. And when we are open to God, we are able 
to live with the unknown without hesitation. When 
we learn to walk by faith and be okay with what 
happens regardless of the outcome, we have 
reached a level of spiritual maturity that few 
achieve.   
 
We have been blessed this year. As of the end of 
November, we were 92% of the way through the 
year, and had received offerings totaling 93.4% of 
what we needed to end the year in the black. Plus 
our expenses were only at 91.8%. This is good 
news. On December 6th, the Board voted to call 
Stephanie Pipkin as our Director of Music, a new 
position here at First Christian. Stephanie has 
some wonderful plans to get our music program 
up and running again with exciting possibilities 
and opportunities to grow closer to God through 
our worship. As we often say in first service, 
“God is good all the time, and all the time God is 
good.” May our love for Christ be what motivates 
us to continue our mission and ministry here in 
Chico throughout the new year! 
 
Pastor’s Recommendations for the month: 
   

Movie: The Tree of Life (2011) with Brad Pitt and 
Sean Penn 
Book: Holy the Firm by Annie Dillard   
Smart Phone Application: Olive Tree Bible 
Reader 5.1. 
Food: Special “Pho-Healthy” noodle soup at the 
Noodle House on the corner of Mangrove and 
Vallombrosa   
 
See you in Church, 
 



  
January 22 
Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
Psalm 62:5-12 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
*Mark 1:14-20 
 “The Calling ” 
  
January 29 
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
Psalm 111 
1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
*Mark 1:21-28 
Jesus Center Sunday 

 “Bad Breath, or an 
   
 Unclean Spirit? ”  

*Sermon Text: Sermon text 
and title subject to change as 
the Spirit leads. 

Meeting Dates 

Tuesday, January 3 
 6:30 p.m.—Departments meet 
 7:30 p.m.—Combined Planning Coun-
cil/Board 
Sunday, January 8 
 9:15 a.m.—Elders meeting, Library 
Tuesday, January 24 
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Sunday from the Lectionary 

Moderator’s Moment 

January 1 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
Psalm 148 
*Galatians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:22-40 
New Year’s Day 
“Exchanging Gifts ” 
 
January 8 
Genesis 1:1-5 
Psalm 29 
*Acts 19:1-7 
Mark 1:4-11 
Epiphany Sunday: Epiphany 

   Party during 
Fellowship 

“Baptized in the Spirit ” 
 
January 15 
1 Samuel 3:1-20 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
*John 1:43-51 
Celebration Sunday 
“Under the Shade of a Fig 

  Tree” 

January Birthdays 

Pastor’s Schedule 

 

 
 

Office Hours:  
Monday–Thursday,  
  8:30 a.m.– 2:00 p.m. 
 

Friday/Saturday: Pastor’s days off 

 

Happy New Year! It’s hard to believe that another 
year has passed so quickly. Some people dread Janu-
ary – the holidays are over with all the wonderful 
food, family and traditions. January seems anticlimac-
tic – it’s rather a dark and dreary time of the year. 
 
But, I like January. There’s still time to be hopeful 
that you really will stick to your New Year’s resolu-
tions. January is also a time that you can slow down a 
bit after the frenetic holiday season. You can snuggle 
down into your couch, cover up with a blanket and 
read with delightful guilt-free abandon. But, I think 
what I like most about January is that it’s a time of 
reflection, fresh beginnings and endless possibilities. I 
like to look back over the past year and think about 
the major events that have occurred. Even when I 
reflect on some of the more difficult times in the past 
year, I’m reminded of the fact that the Lord was with 

(Continued on page 7) 

1/1  Marie Grandeen 

1/4  Linda Whipple 

1/6  Cameron Hoffman 

1/8  Don Bay 

1/9   Joe Rogers 

1/10  Barbara Meade 

1/12  Anne Shifflet 

1/15  Mary McLay 

1/16  Cameron Kearns 

1/17  Lorraine Chandler 

    Gwen Joslyn 

    Lisa Joslyn 

1/18  Briony Gniechwitz 

1/25  Cheryl Orgain 

1/26  Graham Kearns 

1/27  Andrew Moore 

1/30  Kay Brown 
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Calling all Trail Bosses! 
 

The Torres Shelter needs and appreciates our 
service. 
 
We had a very successful year in 2011!  Eve-
ryone stepped up to the plate (dinner plate) 

and signed up!  Much gratitude to those who participated in 
2011!!! 
 

Remember, it only takes 12 trail bosses for the whole year!  
We have tried to simplify things by making a suggestion for a 
standard menu…no more wondering what to cook.  Ask Jan 
Evans, if you don’t know about this.  New volunteers are al-
ways welcome.  Once you do volunteer you will see how re-
warding and appreciated this service is. 
 

In addition to the Trail Bosses, they need at least three help-
ers to serve.  We leave the church by 5:30, serve by 6:00 and 
are usually finished by 6:30…so it doesn’t take much time to 
be a server. 
 

Please sign up for your favorite month as soon as possible, 
especially the first few months of the year. All the months are 
open at this point! 
 

As previously reported, the shelter has funds to build a 
kitchen.  I think it was to be started late 2012.  We will keep 
you posted as to the progress on that. 
 

—Jan Evans, Coordinator 

The Prayer of the Chalice 

 
Father, to Thee I raise my whole being, 

—a vessel emptied of self. Accept, Lord, 

this my emptiness, and so fill me with 

Thyself, Thy Light, Thy Love, Thy 

Life—that these Thy precious Gifts 

may radiate through me and over- 

flow the chalice of my heart into 

the hearts of all with whom I 

come in contact this day 

revealing unto them 

the beauty of 

Thy Joy 

and 

wholeness 

and  

the  

serenity 

of Thy Peace 

which nothing can destroy. 

 
 

Directory Updates: 
• Patty Smith  has moved to  
9 San Gabriel 
Apt B 
Chico CA 95973-0545 

Results from the vote at the Congregational 
Meeting on Sunday, December 18th, 2011 on 
the Church Bylaw Revisions: 
• 57 voted YES to accept the Church Bylaw revisions  
• 7 voted NO to accept the Church Bylaw revisions  

Reminder: 
The election of officers and 
leaders will be January 8th! 
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“TELE-FRIEND” is a phone calling minis-
try. Let Lucylle Gaylord know when some-
one needs a friendly call. 342-4798 Thanks, 
Lucylle. 

Though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner na-
ture is being renewed every day.  (2 Corinthians 4: 16) 
 
January 2012 
 
We are very happy to announce that Richard 
Meade has officially joined our Coordinating 
Committee. WELCOME Richard. 
 
 
COMING ACTIVITIES: 
 
January 11th POTLUCK 
 
On Wednesday January 11 at 11:30 a.m. we will 
have a potluck in Koinonia Hall. SIGN UP with 
Bobbi Robinson. Please BRING a SALAD or a 
DESSERT for lunch. BRATS, buns and hot 
dishes will be furnished by the committee. 
 
Y’all come and have a good visit with everyone.  
(No speaker!!) 
 
FEBRUARY 12th AFTER CHURCH POT-
LUCK 
 
Right after church on February 12th we are hav-
ing an  ALL CHURCH POTLUCK. Come share 
with us. We will celebrate Valentine’s Day a bit 
early. 

SENIOR COORDINATING COMMITTEE 

Nina Jones–Director 
Diane Terrell, Ted Searle, Kay Brown,  
Marion Brown, Barbara Meade, Richard 
Meade, Ron Robinson and Bobbi Robinson 
Lowell Terrell, Bus Tour Coordinator 
Ernie Lee–Senior Advisor 

 
MARCH 14th CORNED BEEF 
 
Do you love our corned beef??? We will be cooking 
again on Wed. March 14th. 
 
REMEMBER:  All are welcome (and invited!) to  
participate in any of our Fun Timer activities! 
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Church and Community 

Splinters from 
the Board 
At the December 
6th Board Meeting, 
the following items 
were on the agenda: 
  
1.)     The revisions 
to the bylaws and 

the vote to adopt the new bylaws on December 18th were dis-
cussed.  The vote will take place on December 18th as sched-
uled. 
2.)     The Nominating Committee for next years leaders/
officers/board members will meet after the December 18th 
vote. Suggestions have been received by the Committee and 
they will be ready to act as soon as they know the result of the 
vote. 
3.)     Ren Wakefield reported that as of the end of November 
(92% of the year), projected contributions/income was at 
93.4% of budget. This is good news. Especially when we are at 
91.8% of expenses.  
4.)     Worship Arts in cooperation with Personnel recom-

Annual reports 
It’s getting to be that time of year again. All 
Annual Department Reports are due January 
15th. Please turn in your one page summary 
report on CD, USB memory stick, or email 
(disciples@maxinet.com) to the church office. 
Call Briony if you have any questions at 343-

3727. Don’t forget to turn in your keys if appropriate! 

mended that the Board extend a call to hire Stephanie 
Pipkin as the new Director of Music.  The Board 
voted unanimously to call her. 
5.)     Jan Evans reported on Lucien Manor and the 
continuing need for representatives from each of the 
founding churches (Faith Lutheran, First Congrega-
tional Church, First Christian Church, and Bidwell 
Presbyterian).  
6.)     The meeting was adjourned with prayer.   

Prayer Concerns  
Prayer concerns are sent out by two 
lists—email and phone. If you wish to 
be added to a prayer list, please contact 
the church office (343-3727, disci-
ples@maxinet.com). If you have a prayer request, 
either email or call the office. Just be sure to have 
permission to share the names and any specifics 
given to the prayer chain. 

Saving Jesus Redux 
Starting Sunday, January 8th, Sacred 
Grounds, our adult Christian Educa-
tion class, will begin a study of the 
video series: “Saving Jesus Redux.”  
This is a 12-session DVD-based 
small group exploration of a 
“credible Jesus for the third millennium.” The series features 
contributions from Diana Butler Bass, Marcus Borg, Brian 
McLaren, Tex Sample, John Shelby Spong, and our own Rita 
Nakashima Brock. Sacred Grounds starts at 9:30 each Sunday 
in room 6. Pastor Jesse will facilitate. 

Keep the  
Dream Alive 
Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day 

Sunday, January 
15th, 2012 

5:00 p.m. -Gather at Downtown Plaza  
Candlelight Walk 

6:00 p.m. -Music and Presentations  
Theme: The Dream Act 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
E. 5th St. & Flume in Chico 

7:15 p.m. -Refreshments to follow 
Life’s most persistent and urgent question is 

“What are you doing for others?” 
 —Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Co-Sponsored by Congregation Beth Israel &  
Trinity United Methodist Church.  

Call 342-6146 for more information. 



Thanksgiving Special Offering Total: $380.00 

 FCC’s Fiscal Reality Check:   
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me during those times, protecting and comforting me. 
 

January is also a time to start fresh.  It’s a time to try 

new behaviors and ways of thinking.  I’m not just talk-

ing about the common resolutions of losing 10 

pounds, eating healthier, exercising or having a daily 

quiet time with God. I’m also talking about changing 

the way we think about things. Perhaps it’s being more 

mindful of God’s blessings or being more tender-

hearted. Perhaps for you it’s focusing on praising God 

more or worrying less. As for me, in the last few 

weeks, I’ve been thinking about a passage in Micah. 

The author asks what he can do to please God. After 

he offers a number of suggestions, the answer turns 

out to be really quite simple. “See that justice is done, 

let mercy be your first concern, and humbly obey your 

God.” (Micah 6:8). I hope this next year will be a year 

filled with joy and happiness for you and that we will 

all find ways to seek justice, be merciful to others (as 

well as to ourselves) and to obey our Lord. 

 

—Beth Kissinger, Moderator 

(Moderator’s Moment continued from page 3) 
Baby Cap Ministry in conjunction 
with our sisters at the Congregational 
Church 
Would you believe, 37 (YES, 37) 
baby hats for Enloe babies.  I am 
hearing that there are some friends 

of friends who are interested in working on baby 
hats, and so I am including the instructions for 
both knitting and crocheting this month.  Or, 
perhaps some of you who are multi-talented 
might want a change of pace. 
 
Don’t worry about size (around 5 ½” tall, 6” 
wide more or less)– babies come with heads 
of all sizes. 
  

CROCHET DIRECTIONS 
Finished size:  5 ½” tall, 6” wide when flat (hat is 
meant to stretch) 
 
Materials: Medium weight yarn, crochet hook H 
Gauge:  Rounds 1-3 in pattern creates a circle 
that is 3 ¾” in diameter 
 
  Round 1: ch 4, 12 dc in fourth ch from hook, sl 
st in top of beg ch:  12 dc 
  Round 2: ch 3, 2 dc in each dc around, sl st in 
top of beg ch-3:  24 dc 
  Round 3: ch 3 (2 dc in next dc, dc in next dc) 
around, sl st in top of beg 
ch-3:  36 dc 
  Round 4 -10: ch 3, dc in each dc around, sl st in 
top of beg ch-3:  36 dc 
Finish off. 
 

KNITTING DIRECTIONS 
#5 or 6 needles                                    
Use 4 ply yarn  
Cast on 56 stitches.  
K1 P1 for 1 inch (ribbing).   
K 1 row (front) and P 1 row for 4 1/2 inches 
from cast on row. 
        
K5, K2 together across row 
Next row P 
K4, K2 together across row 
Next row P 
K3, K2 together across row 
Next row P 
K2, K2 together across row 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Next row P 
K1 K2 together across row 
Next Row P 
K2 together across row 
Sew together 
Optional:  Make pompom and sew on top. 
 
If you use baby yarn or fingering yarn, use #6 needles, cast on 64 stitches. After ribbing K2 tog K across = 63 
stitches. P one row, K one row until hat measures 4 ½ inches. Then decrease as above. 
 
These hats were taken to Enloe on December 14.  Thank you all for sharing in this ministry. 

 —Connie Wakefield, (345-1023) 

(Continued from page 7) 


